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Riding
piggyback on
the steadly rise
in demand for
green
commercial
space to house
back offices of
multinational
corporations,
India’s green
building sector
is poised for @
boom, reports
CHARU BAHRI.

S Secretary of State Hillary

Clinton’s recent visit to India

was a whirlwind round of

meetings with the top brass of
the political and corporate arenas. Still, she
deemed it important enough to squeeze in
a visit to the ITC Green Centre in Gurgaon
in her action-packed schedule. What
prompted her decision? The ITC Green
Centre, which was the world’s largest
completed LEED platinum-rated green
office building when it opened in 2005, is
also in Clinton’s perception, “a perfect
example of what India would be capable of
doing” to achieve “win-win approaches” to
climate change. Her visit would thus help
reaffirm a ‘green’ message she meant to
deliver to India-that if all new buildings
were designed with the same standards as
the iconic ITC Green Centre, global energy
use and green house pollution could be cut
by more than 20 per cent with considerable
savings of money to boot.

Clinton evidently aimed to spur India to
greater heights in building green, and
thereby doing its bit for the cause of global
warming. But it’s not as though the country
is dormant in this regard. According to the
India Green Building Council (IGBC), India
is making rapid strides in adopting green
building techniques. Spurred by the greater
marketability of green commercial spaces,
particularly to multinational corporation
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tenants looking to house back offices in
India, the green building sector is
witnessing the slow build-up to a boom. In
fact, as the awareness of green building
technologies spreads, more real-estate
developers are coming forward to deploy
these techniques to not just commercial,
but residential and institutional structures
as well.

The green footprint expands

As Sudesh Bhelekar, General Manager
- MEP, Kohinoor Planet Constructions Pvt
Ltd (KPCPL) points out, “Building green
presents a considerable opportunity to use
our resources in a more efficient manner
while creating indoor environments that
are conducive to human health and ensure
significant savings in the operational cost of
buildings. Following the lead of the Dell
Children’s Medical Center of Central Texas
in Austin (LISA), the world’s first hospital to
be awarded Platinum Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design (LEED) status by
the US Green Building Council (USGBC),
KPCPL is in the process of securing LEED
certirication under the LEED India NC
system for its first hospital project.” By
going green, KPCPL reckons it will achieve
energy savings of up to 35 per cent over
the ASHRAE standard, the base of building
design standard.

Apart from institutional buildings, the
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